Family history of acute appendicitis.
To evaluate the association of acute appendicitis with age, sex, Alvarado score (AS) and family history. Medical records of 2670 patients, who were admitted to our hospital's emergency department between January 2005 and June 2007, were reviewed. These patients were referred as acute abdominal pain by general practitioners. The data of patients were devided into sub-groups according to their age, sex, operative status, AS status and having a pathologically confirmed postoperative diagnose of acute appendicitis or not. Logistic regression analysis was performed to find out relationships among the sub-groups. Male gender (1.37), age < 50 (2.4), positive family history (3.16), AS 5-6 (13) and AS 7 (31) increased the risk of acute appendicitis. The sensitivity and specificity of AS was 91.5% and 60.5% respectively. The sensitivity and specificity of family history was 68.9% and 75.4% respectively. Family history is an important parameter while predicting acute appendicitis.